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Our Purpose: The Monmia school community is committed to providing innovative programs that 
Stimulate and challenge each student to develop lifelong learning skills and strategies.  
We provide a safe, nurturing environment where teachers, students and parents work in an 
effective partnership.                  www.monmia.vic.edu.au                         Phone: 03 9364 1007  
      

 

 

                                                MONMIA MESSENGER 

 

Dear Monmia Families, 
 
Thank you everyone for warmly welcoming me back from my leave.  It was lovely to have students greet me 
enthusiastically with huge smiles.  My first week back was filled with excitement as Monmia celebrated Book 
Week with the theme Reading is Magic.  I would like to acknowledge the leadership of Lucia Vorpasso as the 
Acting Principal during my absence.  Equally I would like to thank Vineta Mitrevski and all the staff for their 
ongoing commitment to our students and families.  
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PAST TWO WEEKS 

¶ Fantastic Book Week Parade! Wonderful to see so many children and staff in costumes. Thank you to all 
our families who helped create these amazing costumes.  Thank you to Mandy Peters for organizing the 
Book Week activities and the Parade. The Monmia kinder children looked terrific in their costumes as 
well. 

¶ Families returning their photography, filming and recording student consent form so that these can be 
uploaded to our files. 

¶ Visiting classrooms to meet with students and teachers demonstrated to me how much learning and 
progress has been achieved. 

¶ Monday whole school assembly with the new values and acknowledgement of country was excellent. 

¶ Year 1/2A presenting their Acknowledgement of Country inspired our whole school.  Thank you, Merryn 
Auld and all 1/2A students. 

¶ Family and Friends have delivered Tonyôs Pies to families.  I hope everyone who ordered these enjoy 
eating them.  Bon Appetit. 

¶ Thank you to Family and Friends for also organizing the Fathersô Day Stall. The kinder children were very 
excited to make their purchases on Wednesday. 

¶ Congratulations to the Year 3-6 students who attended the District Athletics on Wednesday with Cathy 
Swanson, Stevie West and Teuta Saliu.  All the students participated and made us proud with their efforts 
and achievements.  Overall, Monmia came in sixth place.  Thank you to Cathy Swanson for organising 
this event for our students.   

 

DID YOU KNOW THAT AT MONMIA WE HAVE A CAMPS AND EXCURSIONS PROGRAM? 
Students are given opportunities to attend day excursions that are related to their learning programs.  These 
are organised by the PLCs to give their classes valuable educational experiences as they can access 
resources, environments and expertise that may not be available in the classroom.    

 
Camps and excursions broaden studentsô educational experiences in a different setting to that of the 
classroom. As part of the whole school camping program, we plan a graduated experience for our students 
so that they can build on their social and interpersonal skills as they move through the year levels. 
 
This is the program we offer: 

¶ Foundation BBQ which includes a whole day of varied experiences including treasure hunts, special 
activities and a barbecue dinner.   

¶ Year 1/2 Sleepover includes a whole day of related outdoor activities including dinner and a show.  
The students can sleepover on the Friday night and are given breakfast on Saturday morning before 

http://www.monmia.vic.edu.au/


being picked up by families.  It is a parent/guardian decision whether child sleeps overnight or gets 
picked up at an agreed time. 

¶ Year 3-6 Camp-students are offered the opportunity to attend a 2 or 3 day camp with at least one 
nightôs accommodation where they are given opportunities to engage in adventure activities. 

 
This year these experiences will be held in Term 4 and more information will be supplied to families as these 
worthwhile experiences are organised by each PLC. 
 
 

IT IS TIMEé 
I would like to share with my wonderful Monmia community that I will be taking long service leave for the 
whole of Term 4.  Following that leave, I intend to retire from my principalship of this incredible school.  This 
year is my nineteenth year as its educational leader.   
 
From 2006 until now, I have had the privilege to work with the most outstanding staff who always go above 
and beyond expectations to provide their students with excellent learning experiences.  The number of 
students I have seen start at Monmia in Prep and graduate in Year 6 are too many to count.  I have loved the 
start of every new year watching the youngest students commence their learning journey.  Then, my heart 
bursts with pride every year I watch the Year 6 students graduate and leave Monmia.  I am not ashamed to 
say that I often have a tear in my eye with both these events. 
 
Monmia families are unique, and it is my belief that together with our staff, we have forged strong partnerships 
and relationships.  Over the years, I have collaborated with hard working parents and guardians who have 
volunteered to be in Family and Friends and/or School Council.  Their fundraising efforts and decision making 
have helped Monmia continue to flourish for all our students. 
 
I know that I will be leaving our school community in capable hands and that Monmia students will continue 
to thrive. 
 
In gratitude, 
Lorraine  
 
Warm Regards, 

 
 

Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCHOOL SAVING BONUS 
In Term 4, 2024, families with a child enrolled in a government school from Prep to Year 12 in 2025 will 
receive the one-off $400 School Saving Bonus. 

 

The $400 School Saving Bonus provides families with support for education-related costs, such as school 
activities and/or school uniforms and textbooks. 

 

The School Saving Bonus is not available for full-fee international students, home schooled students, TAFE 
students and students attending kindergarten in 2025.     

 

Actions for parents and carers 

Before 18 October 2024, the Department of Education is asking parents and carers to: 

р Complete enrolment: If your child, or children are changing government school for Term 1 2025, or 

starting Prep or Year 7 in 2025. For more information, read about Enrolling in School.   

р Check your contact information: Ensure your email address and phone number is up to date with 

us. You can check this information by contacting us directly. 

 

We need to ensure your contact information is up to date as the Department of Education will email you 

twice: 

р in October, to verify your email address 

р in November, with your $400 School Saving Bonus. 

Please check your junk mail regularly to make sure you do not miss an important email. 

To learn more about the School Saving Bonus, visit vic.gov.au/school-saving-bonus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAKING 2025 FOUNDATION ENROLMENTS  

 
Do you have a child who is turning five by April 2025? 

 
 

Do you know of a relative or friend who has a child who is ready to start school next year? 
 
Make sure you pick up an enrolment form from the office to secure a place in our Foundation classes 
for 2025. School organisation for 2025 will commence from September. We need to confirm our 
enrolment numbers to determine the number of Foundation classes we will need. 
 
 
 

  

https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol
https://www.vic.gov.au/school-saving-bonus


2024 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

 

 

TERM 3 TERM 4 
Friday 30 August 

¶ Parent / Guardian Opinion Survey Closes 

¶ 5/6 Interschool Sport Away Game Mackellar 

PS. 

Monday 2 September 

¶ Whole School Assembly in the gym @ 

3.00pm 

¶ Permission Due 3/4 Ecolinc Excursion 

Friday 6 September 

¶ 5/6 Interschool Sport ï Washout Round 

¶ 3/4 Ecolinc Excursion 

Friday 13 September 

¶ 5/6 Interschool Sport ï Semi Final 

Monday 16 September 

¶ Whole School Assembly in the gym @ 

3.00pm 

Friday 20 September 

¶ 5/6 Interschool Sport - Final 

¶ Last day of Term 3. Students dismissed at 

2.30pm. 

Monday 7 October  

¶ Students commence Term 4 

Tuesday 5 November 

¶ Melbourne Cup -Public Holiday 

Wednesday 11 December ï Thursday 12 

December 

¶ Years 3-6 Camp 

Tuesday 17 December 

¶ Year 6 Graduation 

Friday 20 December 

¶ Last Day of Term 4. Students dismissed at 

1.30pm 

 

 



 
 

 



 

YOUR FEEDBACK is VALUED! 
win $50 Hoyts Voucher. 

 
WE WANT OUR PARENTS/GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT 

THEY THINK 
 

YOUR VOICE and FEEDBACK matters to us! 
 

The Parent/ Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education.  
 
The survey is optional and designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of familiesô 
perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, and student engagement.  
 
While previously a random sample of approximately 30 per cent of parents/ guardians have been 
selected to participate, this year, all families are invited to participate in the survey.  
 
 
The online survey is open from Monday 29 July to Friday 30 September 2024. 
 
 
The online survey is available in English and 10 other languages. 
 
 
The survey is to be completed online and can take up to 20 minutes to complete. The survey can 
be accessed at any convenient time within the time frame above. The survey can be completed on 
desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones.  
 
 
We encourage all our families to complete the survey, as the response rate is recorded and reflected 
in our overall school data.   
 
 
Every family who completes the parent opinion survey will go in a draw to win a Hoyts movie voucher. 
The lucky winner will be drawn and announced at a whole school assembly. 
Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and 
improvement strategies. The survey results will be reported back to our school through the annual 
reporting process and the school newsletter.  
 
 
Please do not hesitate to seek assistance from the office staff or Assistant Principal, Vineta Mitrevski 
if you are having trouble completing the survey or require further information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ШШ ШШ 9 ÉE ШÂÅ§]Å ~ШШШШШШ 
 

ШÉÂ§Ñxf]cÑШ§ ШÉ§9f xШѼШE~§Ñf§  xШxE Å f ]ШыÉExьШШШШ 
 

ЮÑcEШÉ9c§§xрìf?EШÉExШ[§9ÖÉШfÉаШ 
ÉÑÅ ÑE]fEÉШÑ§Ш~   ]EШÉÑÅ§ ]ШE~§Ñf§ É 

 

ÑcfÉШÉufxxШfÉШ[Å§~а 
яШ    ѐШÑcEЮ7§Ö 9E7 9uЮìExx7Ef ]Ю  ?ЮÅEÉfxfE 9EЮÂÅ§]Å ~ 
яШ    ѐШÑcEЮÅEÉfxfE 9EеЮÅf]cÑÉЮ҂ЮÅEÉÂE9Ñ[ÖxЮÅEx Ñf§ ÉcfÂÉЮÂÅ§]Å ~ 
яӒШѐШÑcEЮÅ§ò xЮ9cfx?ÅE ѢÉЮc§ÉÂfÑ xЮ9 ÉE ЮÂÅ§]Å ~ШШШШШШШ 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

THE KEY MESSAGES ARE: 
It is okay to feel strong emotions. 
Everyone has the right to feel strong emotions, but it is how we express those emotions that are important. Just like 
other emotions, feeling angry is okay but it is not okay to react in a way that would be unacceptable and hurt ourselves 
or others. There are many ways of coping when we are angry and each of us has to work out which strategies work 
best for us. Remember if we explode like a volcano we will do damage and sometimes the damage cannot be repaired. 
 

It is important to recognise when we are getting angry. 
We need to recognise when our bodies are getting angry. If we are getting to a 5 or higher on the volcano then we need 
to do something so we donôt reach the exploding stage. It is never okay to hurt ourselves, hurt others or damage other 
peopleôs property. Acting in this way will make the situation worse and will have consequences.   
 

The first step when we are feeling angry is to STOP and MOVE AWAY from the situation and use strategies to 
reduce the feelings of anger. 

¶ Find a calming down space to help you calm your body down. 
Everyone should have a calming down space at home and at school. It is a place where you can go and calm your body 
and your mind down before you start thinking about fixing the situation. The calming down place can be a real or 
imaginary place.  
 

¶ Find a relaxation strategy that works for you. 
When we are in our safe place, it is important to find ways that calm our body down. Some people like taking deep 
breaths, counting to 10 slowly or pretending to squeeze lemons in their hands. Some people use positive self-talk such 
as óI am going to keep coolô or óI am not going to let this get to meô. 
 

Family Activity 
As a family, identify safe places that each member can go to when they need to calm down. Make sure that all family 
members remember that when someone is in their calming down space they should be left alone. 

                                                
 
 
 

 

 

Warm Regards, 

Lucia Vorpasso 
Assistant Principal - Student Engagement and Wellbeing 

                                                                                                             
 



 

ШШ ШШ 9 ÉE ШÂÅ§]Å ~ШШШШШШ 
 

ШÉÂ§Ñxf]cÑШ§ ШÉ§9f xШѼШE~§Ñf§  xШxE Å f ]ШыÉExьШШШШ 
 

ЮÑcEШÉ9c§§xрìf?EШÉExШ[§9ÖÉШfÉаШ 
ÖÉf ]ШÉÑ§ÂЯШÑcf uШ  ?Ш?§ 

 

ÑcfÉШÉufxxШfÉШ[Å§~а 
яШ    ѐШÑcEЮ7§Ö 9E7 9uЮìExx7Ef ]Ю  ?ЮÅEÉfxfE 9EЮÂÅ§]Å ~ 
яШ    ѐШÑcEЮÅEÉfxfE 9EеЮÅf]cÑÉЮ҂ЮÅEÉÂE9Ñ[ÖxЮÅEx Ñf§ ÉcfÂÉЮÂÅ§]Å ~ 
яӒШѐШÑcEЮÅ§ò xЮ9cfx?ÅE ѢÉЮc§ÉÂfÑ xЮ9 ÉE ЮÂÅ§]Å ~ШШШШШШШ 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

It is important to help students learn a range of problem-solving skills through applied 
learning tasks so they are able to cope with the challenges they will face in the future.  
 
THE KEY MESSAGES ARE: 

Problem solving is identified by the World Health Organisation as a key skill for health. 
To be able to solve problems, children need to be able to think critically and evaluate 
the consequences of various actions. 
 

This week the students will learn to recognise there are many ways to solve conflict. 
Students will describe similarities and differences in points of view between 
themselves and people in their communities.  
 
Students will identify cooperative behaviours in a range of group activities. Students 
will practise individual and group decision-making and will practise solving simple 
interpersonal problems. 
 

Family Activity 

As a family, problem solve this scenario thinking of all family memberôs viewpoints. 
 

óOur family is going out for dinner. One family member would like to eat Italian food, 
another Asian and another would like fish and chips.  One member is happy to eat 
any cuisine. How will the family solve this problem?                                       
 

 
 

Warm Regards, 

Lucia Vorpasso 
Assistant Principal - Student Engagement and Wellbeing 

                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 
 



ШШ ШШ 9 ÉE ШÂÅ§]Å ~ШШШШШШ 
 

ШÉÂ§Ñxf]cÑШ§ ШÉ§9f xШѼШE~§Ñf§  xШxE Å f ]ШыÉExьШШШШ 
 

ЮÑcEШÉ9c§§xрìf?EШÉExШ[§9ÖÉШfÉаШ 
7Ef ]Ш ÉÉEÅÑféEаШÉÑÅ§ ]ЯШìE uШ  ?Ш ]]Å§ 

 

ÑcfÉШÉufxxШfÉШ[Å§~а 
яШ    ѐШÑcEЮ7§Ö 9E7 9uЮìExx7Ef ]Ю  ?ЮÅEÉfxfE 9EЮÂÅ§]Å ~ 
яШ    ѐШÑcEЮÅEÉfxfE 9EеЮÅf]cÑÉЮ҂ЮÅEÉÂE9Ñ[ÖxЮÅEx Ñf§ ÉcfÂÉЮÂÅ§]Å ~ 
яӒШѐШÑcEЮÅ§ò xЮ9cfx?ÅE ѢÉЮc§ÉÂfÑ xЮ9 ÉE ЮÂÅ§]Å ~ШШШШШШШ 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

This week we will be looking at being assertive in managing emotions and conflicts. There are three basic ways children 
may respond but the most appropriate response is an assertive one. We call this the COOL WAY! 

 

THE KEY MESSAGES ARE: 
An Assertive Response (COOL WAY) to problem solving usually involves people standing up for themselves in a firm 
but friendly way. People who are assertive: 

¶ use STOP, THINK and DO when problem solving 

¶ stand tall and look the person in the eyes 

¶ smile and look calm  

¶ feel happy, confident, in control and happy about themselves 
 

A Passive Response (WEAK WAY) is more likely when children lack confidence 

in their ability to deal with a problem.  They become fearful and let others give them 

a hard time or agree to things they really donôt want to do.  Passive responses 

result in a loss of self-respect and respect from others and problems are not 

solved successfully. 

 

An Aggressive Response (AGGRO WAY) tends to escalate the conflict and often results in injury or property damage 
and loss of self-esteem. Being aggressive involves reacting with any of the following behaviors: 

¶ hitting, punching, tripping  

¶ using insults and put-downs 

¶ shouting and yelling 

¶ damaging property 
 

Remember an ASSERTIVE RESPONSE keeps you calm and helps you solve problems effectively. 
 
 

Warm Regards, 

Lucia Vorpasso 
Assistant Principal - Student Engagement and Wellbeing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                             



ШATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY Ш  
FOCUS: EVERY DAY COUNTS: Reasons for 

absences! 
The three main reasons for absence are: 

Τд ÉŔĦťŰĲƚƚЮшЮÑőĲƖĲЮċƖĲЮċũƽċǃƚЮƣŔůĲƚЮƽőĲŰЮƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚЮŰĲĲĬЮƣŸЮ
ůŔƚƚЮƚĦőŸŸũеЮƚƨĦőЮċƚЮƽőĲŰЮƣőĲǃЮċƖĲЮŔũũдЮfƣЮŔƚЮƻŔƣċũЮƣőċƣЮƣőĲǃЮ
ċƖĲЮŸŰũǃЮċƽċǃЮŸŰЮƣőĲЮĬċǃƚЮƣőĲǃЮċƖĲЮŊĲŰƨŔŰĲũǃЮƚŔĦťеЮċŰĬЮ
ƚĲƣƣŔŰŊЮŊŸŸĬЮƚũĲĲƓЮƓċƣƣĲƖŰƚеЮĲċƣŔŰŊЮƽĲũũЮċŰĬЮĲǂĲƖĦŔƚŔŰŊЮ
ƖĲŊƨũċƖũǃЮĦċŰЮůċťĲЮċЮĤŔŊЮĬŔǭĲƖĲŰĦĲд 

Υд cŸũŔĬċǃƚЮцЮfƣЮŔƚЮƻŔƣċũЮƣőċƣЮőŸũŔĬċǃƚЮċƖĲЮƓũċŰŰĲĬЮĬƨƖŔŰŊЮƚĦőŸŸũЮ
őŸũŔĬċǃƚЮƽőĲƖĲЮƓŸƚƚŔĤũĲеЮċŰĬЮŰŸƣЮĬƨƖŔŰŊЮƣőĲЮƣĲƖůЮŔŉЮŔƣЮĦċŰЮĤĲЮ
ċƻŸŔĬĲĬдЮ 

Φд ѡ?ċǃЮŸǭЮшЮÑőŔŰťЮƣƽŔĦĲЮĤĲŉŸƖĲЮũĲƣƣŔŰŊЮǃŸƨƖЮĦőŔũĬЮőċƻĲЮċЮѡĬċǃЮ
ŸǭѢЮŉŸƖЮċЮĤŔƖƣőĬċǃеЮƚőŸƓƓŔŰŊЮĬċǃƚЮŸƖЮŢƨƚƣЮƚƣċǃŔŰŊЮőŸůĲдЮ
ÅĲůĲůĤĲƖЮƽőĲŰЮǃŸƨƖЮĦőŔũĬЮŔƚЮċĤƚĲŰƣЮƣőĲǃЮĦŸƨũĬЮŉċũũЮĤĲőŔŰĬЮ
ƣőĲŔƖЮĦũċƚƚůċƣĲƚЮċƚЮĲƻĲƖǃЮĬċǃЮĦŸƨŰƣƚй 

If for any reason your child does not attend school, then you can work 

with your school to ensure he/she does not fall behind. Daily reading 

should always be completed if your child is at home. 

    Lucia Vorpasso  Assistant Principal: Student Engagement and 
Wellbeing 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Book Club Orders Due by: 

Thursday 5 September 



 



STEM LEARNING FOR TERM 3 

 
During term 3, your child will continue to have a 1 hour STEM session per 
week. The focus throughout the term will be on construction using recycled 
materials. Your child will be involved in reusing and repurposing of 
resources where they will be following the design process. 
 
If you have any recyclable materials as listed below, I ask that they be 
donated:  

¶ Shoe boxes or small cardboard boxes 

¶ Paper towel rolls (not toilet rolls)  

¶ Cereal boxes  

¶ Unused paper plates  

¶ Plastic bottle top lids (juice lids, milk bottle lids)  

 
Your help and generosity is greatly appreciated.  
 
Please send your donations on the day of your childôs STEM session as 
stated below:  

¶ Tuesday- 1/2A and 1/2B 

¶ Wednesday- FDA 

 
Many thanks,  
 
Bianca Lonigro 
STEM Teacher 
 

 



student AWARDS  

 

 

FDA 
Hadi B.  

Mia P.  

For writing sentences using a capital letter and a full stop. 

For sounding out letters in tricky words when reading. 

1/2A 
Daksha A.  

Ayla S.  

For drawing some amazing, labelled diagrams in writing. 

For being mindful of your goals when you have a small, focused teaching 

group. 

1/2B 
Katerina T.  

Kanahe H.  

For her wonderful persuasive writing! 

For being a great new class member! 

3/4A 
Kayden S.  

Akelius H.  

For working hard to achieve his goals. Congratulations Kayden! 

Welcome to Monmia Primary School. You have made a great start! 

3/4B 
Harley S.  

George S.  

For always greeting his peers with a smile. 

For speaking in full sentences. 

5/6A 
Max N.  

Lucas P.  

For setting a challenging new Maths goal to improve his learning. 

For building his self-confidence by participating in class and CLS 

discussions. 

5/6B 
Callan T.  

Thomas K.  

For putting in his best effort at the District Athletics Carnival. 

For always being so kind and caring to everyone at Monmia. 

Physical 

Education 

Dakota Z.  

Leon C.  

For her growth mindset and 5 star listening. 

For demonstrating teamwork in our cricket game. Well done! 

Languages -

Japanese 

Maya D.  

Kayden L.  

For excellent effort writing and behaviour in Japanese. 

For outstanding effort & behaviour in Japanese. 

Visual 

/Performing 

Arts 

Kataleiya R.  

Andre w  K.  

For presenting an excellent performance in Performing Arts this week. 

Well done! 

For working well with his group to create and deliver a superb 

performance. Well done! 

TLI  -

Learning 

Tutor 

Lucas P.  

Oscar A.  

For excellent comprehension and clarifying new information. 

For reading with fabulous expression and creating amazing sentences. 



STEM 
Stavro T.  

Andrew K.  

For his detailed design of his perfect playground. 

For his enthusiasm and excitement when starting his toy build. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


